
  

SPACECOAST RUNNERS  

 

 

GOLDEN SHOE AWARDS  
 

 

 

 

 

1991 - Gary Harbison 

1992 - Harold Tucker 

1993 - Rhonda Butler & Marty Winkel 

1994 - Bill Dillard  

1995 - George Revels 

1996 ï Henry Campbell 

1997 - Terry Hayden 

1998 - Dave Farrall 

1999 - Ken Winn 

2000 - John Chioma 

2001 - Linda Thompson 

2003 - Barry Jones 

2004 - Marlene White & Ross Clarico 

2005 ï Gene Ramba 

2006 - Patti Sponsler 

2007 Loran Serwin 

2008 Barbara Linton 

 



  

1. Origin of the Golden Shoe Award 

 

The first annual Space Coast Runners Club "Golden Shoeò award was presented at the 

May 19, 1991 Awards Banquet. The idea for this award actually is a spin off from 

Runners world magazine, proposed by Marty Winkel.  

 

The intent is to recognize an individual for the work they have done in support of the 

running community.  

 

A tentative guideline was proposed for selecting future recipients of the award:  

¶ An individual may only win the award one time  

¶ Any member of the SCR may submit a candidate along with written rationale  

¶ Previous recipients will sit in committee to review and select the winner  

¶ A candidate does not need to be member of the SCR  
 

 

Note: There is some information missing from our records. If you have any missing 

information or would like to supply updates or pictures please send it to any of our club 

officers. 



  

2. 1991 - Gary Harbison 

Approximately 5 years ago, anytime you went to a race you would see 20 to 30 kids in 

pink Shirts. No one really knew much about them or where they came from. It turns out 

they were the Port St. Johnôs Runners Club. It was a running club for children. The club 

was primarily boys and girls from Challenger Elementary School, but over time they 

have grown to include children from Titusville, Cocoa Beach And Orlando. The person 

who started the club is their coach, advisor, statistician, chauffeur and friend. He holds 

practice two or three times a week, keeps them motivated and directed with out causing 

burn out. When the club first started he went to various clubs (including SCR) to help 

standardize and structure the younger age groups. He was able to get club discounts for 

his runners to many races. He has been known to pay for some of the childrenôs entry 

fees, he has bought them running shorts, shirts and even shoes. I know he can afford this, 

he is a school teacher and makes the big bucks. He either provides transportation or 

coordinates car Pools, shares motel rooms and feeds some of the kids. He has been to 

races all over Brevard County, Vero Beach, Orlando, Jacksonville, Green Cove Springs, 

Miami, Charleston, S. C. (Cooper River Bridge 10k), Kinny Cup In North Carolina, 

Nebraska for the Junior Olympics and who knows where else. Even though he is a runner 

he seldom races. I would guess out of may be 20 to 25 races he went to this past year he 

probably ran in five of them. Instead of racing he is out there offering them support, 

encouragement, coaching, teaching, keeping the stats, and video taping. Some of the 

parents of his runners are also running. A few communities over the past few years have 

started youth running clubs. The Port St. Johnôs Running Club is the only one I know of 

still flourishing. He must be doing something right.  

 

Four years ago the Port St. Johnôs Jaycees started a run for MDA. The first year the event 

was poor. Poor shirts, awards, organization and an inaccurate course. He took the race 

over as the race director and in two years managed to improve it enough to become one 

of the SCR series. 

 

I'm sure I have missed many of the things he has done, but as you can see he has done 

quite a lot. Much of what this individual has done could not have been done without the 

support of his wife, Jean. The inscription on the plaque reads: Space Coast Runners Club 

Golden Shoe Award is presented to Gary Harbison for your commitment and dedication 

to the runners of the Space Coast. 

Prepared by Marty Winkel 

 

Additional Data 

At this year's banquet, Marty Winkel presented Gary Harbison with a special award for 

what he's done for youth running in Brevard. Specifically, Gary can be seen at most of 

the races with a collection of young runners wearing their pink Port St. John's Runner's 

Club tee shirts. Gary has been a great influence to these kids and many others in the area 

and his contributions go beyond the normal expectations for someone in his position. 

Gary is also the race director for the Port St. John, MDA 5K Classic held every March. 

Marty has suggested that this award be presented every year and Gary was an excellent 

choice as the initial recipient. 



  

Prepared by George Revels  
 



  

3. 1992 - Harold Tucker 

 

                     
 

Harold Tucker  

 

Additional Data 

December 2, 1995 

 

The Space Coast Runners Club would like to acknowledge and pay special tribute to one 

of our own: 

 

HAROLD TUCKER 

 

 

The editor of Ultra Running Magazine states that Ultra Marathon "courses are 

acknowledged to be tough, and are cherished and admired for their toughness." One 

amongst us, Harold Tucker is very similar to an ultra. He is as tough as an Ultra and he is 

cherished and admired by those that know him. It is difficult to state everything Harold 

has done for the Space Coast Runners Club and for the runners of the Space Coast. 

Harold has been associated with the Space Coast Runners Club virtually since the start. 

He has been president, director, race director, fun run director, founder of the Bargain 



  

Beach Run, historian, statistician and advisor to our club. Harold was also honored with 

the 1992 Space Coast Runners Golden Shoe Award. 

 

At this time the Space Coast Runners Club would like to take this opportunity to 

announce the renaming of one of our races in Haroldôs honor. A race very close to 

Harold, one he has directed and participated in. A race, a course and a man that is tough, 

cherished, admired and above all respected: the Space Coast Runners 50K Cross Country 

Beach Run will now be known as THE HAROLD TUCKER 50K CROSS COUNTRY 

BEACH RUN. 



  

4. 1993 - Rhonda Butler & Marty Winkel 

 

 

 
Marty Winkel & Rhonda Butler  

 

The Golden Shoe award was more like the Golden Pair of Shoes award this year. The 

committee chose to present the award to Rhonda Butler in appreciation of the thousands 



  

of hours she has put in helping out, and working with, race directors before, during, and 

after almost every race in Brevard. Rhonda has been the most significant point of contact 

for not only Space Coast Runners, but the area running in general. Not a day goes by 

when she isn't called upon to help out a race director or runner. In addition, she does a lot 

of extra work helping out with the club's newsletter and the River's Edge Half Marathon 

and 5 Km. Her leadership and sense of responsibility has helped improve the quality of 

road racing in Brevard County making her an ideal recipient of this award. 

 

There was a group of members (lead by Rhonda Butler) who felt that Marty Winkel 

should receive the Golden Shoe award. It was hoped that Marty could be chosen and 

awarded without his prior knowledge. This would prove difficult since Marty would be 

the one responsible for the logistics of this year's award. An attempt was made to have 

the trophy shop replace the award for Rhonda with the award for Marty. The result was 

that Marty arrived with an award for Rhonda and Rhonda arrived with an award for 

Marty. Both are deserving of the recognition.  

 

Marty has made significant contributions to running and racing in Brevard County over 

the last several years. He is one of founders of the Titusville Runners Club, been a race 

director for many races, organized and directed fun runs and training runs, served as an 

officer for Space Coast Runners, written articles about Space Coast runners for Florida 

Running, and helped coach the Titusville soccer team. This past year, Marty probably set 

a record by being director for four major races: The Space Coast 24/12 Run, The Great 

Outdoors 4 Mile Cross Country Race, The Playalinda Beach Road 5 Km, and the Indian 

River Festival 8-5 Km. A11 four races are unique to the area (only 24/12 hour race, only 

cross country, only point to point, and only 8 Km in Brevard County), and the Indian 

River Festival has been voted as one of the top 50 races in Florida by the readers of 

Florida Running. In addition to his efforts this year, Marty also managed to win his age 

group in the Orlando Track Shack Grand Prix series and completed 83 miles in the 24 

hour run. Congratulations and thank you Marty for all that you have done. 

 

 



  

5. 1994 - Bill Dillard 

 

 

 
Bill Dillard  

 

 












































